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American Institutes for Research and School Reform 

 
The American Institutes for Research, a nonpartisan, non-profit organization based in Washington, D.C., 
is one of the nation’s leading educational research and evaluation organizations. It was founded 60 years 
ago and serves a variety of clients, including: federal and state agencies, international development 
agencies and foreign countries, leading foundations, school districts, and private businesses, among 
others. 
 
Our work spans a wide variety of areas, including: education, student assessment, international education 
and development, individual and organizational performance, health research and communication, human 
development, usability design and testing, employment equity, and statistical and research methods.   
 
AIR works extensively in high school reform and improvement, including such projects as: 
 

• School District Consulting Practice.  Led by a team of nationally recognized former district 
superintendents, AIR works closely with school leaders to develop district-wide strategies for 
change and improvement. We combine proven research with the practical experience of our 
experts to offer sound approaches for improving schools and districts. We have worked with 
worked with a variety of school districts, including Chicago, Ill.; Charlotte-Mecklenburg, N.C.; 
and San Diego, Calif.  In Texas, we are working with the Ft. Worth, Ysleta and the San Antonio 
independent school districts on high school renewal and redesign projects. 

 
• National High School Center.  AIR operates the National High School Center, which serves as a 

central source for the latest research and expertise on improving high schools.  The center is part 
of a national network of regional centers funded by the U.S. Department of Education to help 
states implement the provisions of the No Child Left Behind Act. 

 
• National Assessment of Educational Progress.  AIR plays a major role in the National 

Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) – frequently referred to as the Nation’s Report Card 
– which offers one of the best overall national snapshots of student achievement in elementary 
and secondary school education. 

 
• Evaluation of Federal No Child Left Behind Act.  AIR is leading two, four-year evaluations of 

the law’s implementation, at the national and the state level. In 2007, a report will be submitted to 
Congress. 

 
• The What Works Clearinghouse.  AIR works closely with the Institute of Education Sciences, 

the administrator for the What Works Clearinghouse, in helping the education community locate 
and recognize credible scientific evidence about effective education practices to help make 
informed decisions.   

 
For more information on AIR, visit www.air.org.  
 


