
Melody Horgan – more about that coincidental 
first name in a minute – is the poised and calm 

answer to a simple question:
 Is it possible to think music, teach music, sing 
music, talk music and play music all day long, every 
day, and still enjoy it?
 Try following the dynamic stanzas of Melody’s 
life. Currently, she:
 • Teaches six classes a day at Merrill Middle
   School.
 • Sings with the 160-member “Skyline Chorus,” 
  a unit of the international “Sweet Adelines.”
 • Sings in the “Crosstown Friends” quartet 
  (another “Sweet Adelines”connection).
 • Coaches a girls’ acappella quartet at 
  George  Washington High School (“Fame 
  and Fortune”).
 • Coaches another girls’ acappella group at 
  Westminster High School. 
 On top of that staccato schedule, Melody 
Horgan also keeps close tabs on two teenage sons, 
handles breakfast duty at school (7:05 a.m.) four 
days a week, serves as yearbook sponsor at Merrill, 
and organizes summer “harmony camps” for sing-
ers who want some concentrated learning.
 “My calendar is filled,” she says with her easy-
going smile.
 On this cool March day, Melody is busy 
rehearsing classes for a school-wide performance, 
including co-direction with Central City Opera pia-
nist Deborah Schmit-Lobis, of a musical. “Abiyoyo” 
– written by Horgan and Schmit-Lobis – is based 
on a South African folk tale about a ukulele-playing 
boy, his magician father and a giant who terrorizes 
the village.
 Her approach is gentle, full of encourage-
ment as students work on “Abiyoyo” and a series 
of other songs such as “Turn The Beat Around,” 
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At Morey Middle School, students are part of the school’s recruitment plan. Anwar Batte, center, 
is a sixth-grade shadow to visiting fifth-graders hoping to get a feel for what the middle school 
has to offer. Also pictured are Karen Duell, left, school/community liaison, and Kristin Waters, 
right, principal.
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student recruitment:    morey steps out to put
                               best 

Almost two dozen private school children who live near Capitol Hill will make the switch 
next year to Morey Middle School – just a skip and a jump from Colfax Avenue. 

Another 40 or so fifth-graders will choice in as sixth-graders in the fall.
         “I think part of what’s kept parents at bay is our location in Capitol Hill,” said Principal 
Kristin Waters. “They wonder whether it’s safe to be a block from Colfax, but we’re out there 
letting them know we take safety and discipline very seriously.”
         “Our building is old,” said Waters. “At first glance, it might not seem like the warm-
est place, but when people talk about our school, they talk about how friendly it feels. The 
interaction between our teachers and students is what sells us, and we invite people in to see 
it for themselves.” 
         Morey’s enrollment numbers are climbing despite two major obstacles. First, its own 
neighborhood population of students is dropping. Second, the district drew new boundaries 

foot forward

See STUDENT RECRUITMENT on page 5
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Fifth-Graders Annie 
Up To Baby Dolls For 
Childcare Lesson

F ifth grade students at 
Munroe Elementary School 

are on their way to becoming 
bona fide babysitters thanks to  
a class offered by the American 
Red Cross. Sponsored by a  
21st Century Grant to support 
extra-curricular activities, the 
school graduated twelve girls 
from this rigorous, six-hour 
course in childcare, equipping 
them with what they’ll need 
to assist with childcare and 
become solo babysitters down 
the road. 
 Students were accepted 
to the program based on 
essays explaining how they 
would benefit from the train-
ing. Erika Lopez wrote, “I 
have a little brother and a 
two-and-a-half-year-old sister, 
and I don’t know how to take 
care of them that much. They 
sometimes scare me when 
they are crying. I don’t know 
what to do and I feel like I 
want to cry with them, too.” 
 The students are: Mary 
Andrews; Anna Cervantes; 
Racquel Chavez-Gutierrez; 
Selene Delgado; Carina 
Gallegos; Elisa Lopez; Crystal 
Ramirez; Guadalupe Ramirez; 
Liliana Santana; Stephanie 
Uriostegui; and Olga Zavala.
 For information about this 
program, contact Deb Freidell 
at the American Red Cross, 
303-722-7474 x 154. ■ 

The creative artwork involved in Teller Elementary School’s million words wall (above) was pro-
duced by gym teacher Chris Baumgartner — who also took the photos of successful students. 

During the month of February alone, Levi Bernal, an eighth grader at Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Efficacy Academy, read 1,000,000 words as part of the middle school’s month-long Accelerated 
Reader contest. Eleven other students read over 500,000 words. That brings the school’s total to 
date to 17 seventeen students who have read over one million words with the Accelerated Reader 
system…. At Dora Moore K-8 School, you don’t have to look hard to see families’ reactions 
to the school’s book of the month club selections. The writing is on the wall. Walk right past the 
school office, and you can see over 150 articles, drawings and paintings from parents and com-
munity members commenting on the six selections students have read so far. Every day the wall 
reinforces students’ efforts by demonstrating that their parents and teachers are joined in a com-
munity effort toward literacy and fostering the simple joy of reading…. Denison Montessori 
Elementary School is buzzing with Million Word campaign action. In February, the school 
launched its African American literacy focus with a pajama party for upper elementary girls. 
The boys organized an after school reading and homework club that met on Wednesdays 
through March. Children in room 202 created a bookworm that now inches from the 
classroom to the principal’s office. Each circle represents 1,000 words. Upper elementary 
students are keeping literature logs with the help of the librarian, and book talks have 
emerged in the library throughout the day – even during recess. Primary children who are 
five years old just might reach the million word mark by the end of the year thanks to the 
school’s “books going home” project…. Twenty-five students from Smith Renaissance 
School of the Arts have already read a million words and were recognized at an awards 
assembly in March. The school, partnering with Country Buffet at 36th and Quebec, invited 
Mr. Bee (from Country Buffet) to present certificates and vouchers for free meals to the stu-
dents. “The staff at Country Buffet is committed to academic achievement in the neighborhood 
schools,” said Joyce Simmons, principal. ■

denver public schools 

millionaire
                 minutes
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Attorneys Bring Legal 
System To Life For 
Middle School Students

When attorneys Wes Howard and Sean 
Chase show up in eighth grade at Bruce 

Randolph Middle School, they face 30 inquisi-
tive minds in Carla Frenzel’s social studies class. 
 “They give real world knowledge and 
experiences to what I’m teaching in class about 
the Constitution,” said Frenzel.
 Howard and Chase volunteer their time 
through the Denver Bar Association, bringing 
into play “We the People” to teach students 
about their rights and responsibilities. Their 
tools are the Constitution, the Declaration of 
Independence, and the thoughts of “Tom” 
Jefferson, philosopher “Johnny” Locke, and 
“GW” himself – the first prez.
 “The goal is to help students understand 
and use the legal and constitutional systems 
to make effective choices, get things changed 
peacefully, and not resort to violence and break-
ing the law to try to make change,” said Loyal 
Darr, a DU professor who coordinates the pro-
gram in Colorado’s First Congressional District. 
“We the People has tremendous potential to be 
an effective and long-lasting change agent.”
 Started in 1988, We the People helps 
not only these Northeast Denver kids; it’s in 
nine other urban and 16 suburban, rural and 
Native American sites around the country. The 
program helps students understand their roles, 
the courts, the police and other authorities in 
the American legal and constitutional systems. 
It aims to help students make good choices, use 
their freedoms properly and avoid violence.
 “My parents and teachers forced me to 
think and choose at an early age,” said Howard. 
“These kids deserve the same challenges to ‘do 
the right thing’ that I got when I was four-
teen.”
  We the People is sponsored by the Center 
for Civic Education, which is supported by funds 
from the U.S. Department of Education. ■

 military ball    rivals
high school prom

More than 450 Denver students from 10 
high schools attended the 110th 

military ball hosted by the Denver Junior 
Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC) 
in Denver on Friday, Feb. 28.
 “This is indeed the cadet social 
event of the year,” said LTC Perry 
Roberts, Director of Military Science 
for DPS. “The male cadets were 
decked out in their cadet uniforms, 
and the young ladies were beautiful 
in their gowns. Many say the event 
rivals any high school prom.”
 Each year, the ball crowns one mili-
tary queen from among the candidates nom-
inated by each high school. Cadet Cassaundra 
McGarvey, a senior from Kennedy High School won 
the honor, earning an interview with a panel of distinguished 
leaders, including: Michelle Moss, DPS Board member; Velma Rose, DPS Chief Financial 
Officer; Dr. Kay Speer, school psychologist; and Beck Stout with the Denver area boy 
scouts. McGarvey has a 3.8 grade point average, is a member of the honor platoon, and 
plans to attend college next year. ■

The annual Destination ImagiNation competition at George Washington High School brought 
together hundreds of students, parents and teachers last month for one of the most colorful and 
challenging district-wide events of the year. Destination ImagiNation is designed to help students 
develop a unique and critical skill set by emphasizing creativity, problem solving and teamwork.
 Pictured here, the team from John Amesse Elementary School performs a story about 
two astronauts (left, Saul Banuelos and right, Carlos Gutierrez) on a trip to mars as part of the 
THEATRE smARTS competition. The story must include a scene in which the entertainers are “in 
character” and must put on a segment of their live performance despite a disruption. The team also 
must integrate three elements of theater arts into the presentation and include scenery that moves 
or gives the illusion of movement.
 In all, 38 teams from DPS will advance to the state tournament on Saturday, April 26 at the 
University of Denver. 
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APPOINTMENTS
Don Cabell: Psychologist,   
 Education
Shala M. Deleppo Siew:   
 Psychologist, Education
Craig Ackley: Teacher, Manual/ 
 Leadership
Lauren Charles: Teacher, 
 Del Pueblo
Cesar E. Cota: Teacher, Kunsmiller
James P. Covi: Teacher, West
Jasmine C. Faulkner: Teacher,  
 Noel
Leslie Fotopulos: Teacher, Place
Elizabeth Fulkerson: Teacher, Hill
Michael O. Hartman: Teacher,  
 Slavens
Janice A. Howard-Nwuke:  
 Teacher, Greenwood
Lisa A. Javernick: Teacher,  
 Godsman
Leslie S. Kaestner: Teacher, 
 Martin Luther King Jr.
Cynthia D. Krantz: Teacher, Steck
Kim R. Martin: Teacher, Noel
Douglass J. McKay: Teacher,  
 Oakland
Patricia A. Mitchell: Teacher,  
 Philips
Iryna M. Petushchak: Teacher,  
 Thomas Jefferson
Sheldon S. Reynolds: Teacher,  
 Smedley
Michelle D. Roybal: Teacher,  
 Grant
Robyn J. Schiff: Teacher, Mitchell
Scott M. Thornton:Teacher, Grant
Debra A. Townsend: Teacher,  
 Cole
David Watters: Teacher, Wyman
Jonathan R. Watts: Teacher, Cole
Jo E. Wiggam: Teacher, 
 Martin Luther King Jr
Consuelo A. Aguilar: Secretary I,  
 Smedley
Vernettea L.: Secretary II, Cole
Lora L. Espinoza: Secretary I,  
 Abraham Lincoln
Italia Patino: Secretary I, West
Anthony V. Cimino: Fire
 Suppression Technician,
 Operations
Ermila Guerrero: Custodian 
Helper, George Washington
David A. Morales: Custodian  
 Helper, Thomas Jefferson
George Smith: Custodian   
 Assistant I, Montclair
Anthony Watson: Custodian  
 Helper, Thomas Jefferson
Patti S. Roberts: Educational 
 Pro-Tech, Horace Mann
William D. Snyder: Security Patrol,  
 Operations
Tanya Spasev: Public Information  
 Assistant Director,   
 Administration

Eugene A. Lucero: Senior   
 Parts/Tool Room/Counter  
 Clerk, Transportation
Matt Widirstky: Vehicle Service  
 Technician I, Transportation
Dolores S. Batter: Teacher, Cole
Jennifer L. Calhoun: Teacher,  
 Horace Mann
Robyn A. Feller: Teacher, Newlon
Michelle Hovet: Teacher, Green  
 Valley
Megan C. Kistner: Teacher,  
 Hamilton
Patricia K. Kullback: Teacher,  
 Montbello
Stacey Norman: Teacher, 
 Martin Luther King Jr.
Catherine A. Rowley: Teacher,  
 Baker
Jacqueline Tate: Teacher, Amesse
Maria L. Valle: Teacher, Kepner

CHANGE IN ASSIGNMENT
Audrey M. Duran: Secretary II,  
 Smedley
Sheryl L. Frausto: Secretary II,  
 Brown
Debra McNeil: Secretary II, Ford
Lola M. Rockette: Secretary II,  
 Education
Renelle A. Wright: Secretary I,  
 Manual/Leadership
Gary Melillo: Facility 
 Manager I, Barrett
Joseph L. Montano: Facility  
 Manager II, Marrama
Marselino Atencio: Custodian,  
 George Washington
Tony Vigil: Facility Manager I,  
 Barnum
Bryant A. Greer: Custodian  
 Assistant III, Henry
Vincent C. Ruiz: Custodian 
Helper, John F. Kennedy
Carlos P. Valdiviezo: Custodian  
 Assistant II, Fairmont
Edna D. Howell: Bus Driver,  
 Transportation

REAPPOINTMENTS
Babette K. Hudson: Teacher, 
 Fred N. Thomas Career Ed  
 Center
Elsa L. Jones: Secretary I, West

RETIREMENT
Anne C. Williams: Teacher, East 
Doris F. Davis: Bookkeeper,  
 Montbello
Cornell Howard: Security Patrol,  
 Administration
Robert C. Close: Teacher,   
 Hamilton
Sallie A. Lipschuetz: Teacher,  
 George Washington

Department of Defense PALS 
Around At Whiteman Elementary
By Tony Base, Public Information Office Intern

It’s not every day you see military comptrollers bustling around elementary schools, 
but at Whiteman Elementary, more than 20 of these budget and finance folks 

volunteer each week to work with students on math, reading, spelling, writing and 
just plain having fun.
 These Department of Defense employees are PALS – Partners And Learners 
= Success. They work nearby for the Defense Finance and Accounting Service (the 
largest finance and accounting firm in the world), and take a break from their daily 
number crunching to build students’ self-esteem, helping them see themselves as 
capable and successful individuals.
 Principal Ron Oakes says the weekly visits from PALS reinforce the messages 
that Whiteman teaches every day – that high expectations, sacrifice, hard work 
and believing in yourself will make you successful.
 Throughout the school year, PALS become more than just weekly tutors; they 
become – well – pals. 
  Joyce Kenaston, a PALS volunteer, hopes to make a difference for children by 
being someone they can depend on and go to for help. “To me this is what life is 
all about – helping someone else,” she said.
 Glennen Struemph, president-elect of the mile high chapter of the American 
Society of Military Comptrollers, credits PALS as a meaningful way for community 
members to make a difference in the life of a child.
 “PALS is a wonderful way to give back to our community,” said Struemph. 
“Volunteers are telling me how much they’re enjoying this experience.” 
 The mile high chapter of the American Society of Military Comptrollers spon-
sors the program. ■

 

T    here’s No Place Like Home – a 5K run, walk and dance to benefit the DPS 
Educational Outreach Program – is scheduled for 10 a.m. Sunday, April 13 

in City Park. The first 24 schools to register a team will receive 50 free pedom-
eters for their physical education department, and all participating schools will 
qualify for a chance to win $1,000 worth of PE equipment. Schools that regis-
ter at least 50 runners or walkers will get free bus transportation to the event. 
Registrations forms are available in school PE departments. For information, 
contact Kim Vela, DPS Homeless Liaison, at (303) 405-8227.

       lions and tigers 
         and bears and pedometers!
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mother nature               freezes schedule for diplomats     in training
When members of the Model United Nations team from 

George Washington High School took Washington D.C. by 
storm at the national competition in February, Mother Nature turned 
the tables on them. 
 A major snowstorm rendered 17 juniors and seniors and two 
teachers unexpectedly stuck in the nation’s capitol – a rather auspicious 
place to be if you spend your free time role playing ambassadors from 
world nations and arguing your country’s point of view.
 Of more 2,000 students from the United States, Canada and 
Mexico, GWHS students Sam Stromberg and Katie Duncan, represent-
ing Thailand, and Roger Low and Ryan Brier, representing Egypt, won 
the competition in their council for best delegation, while students Nick 
Eubank and Jordan Cohen won honorable mention for Mexico.
 “These kids are amazing,” said Leslie Whitty, a George 
Washington alum who returned to the high school to teach 
International Baccalaureate theory of knowledge and philosophy. “You 
should see them argue the issues, like dealing with blood diamonds 
– diamonds that are mined in Africa in exchange for weapons. They 
also do complete simulations of the UN Security Council and other 
country’s cabinets. They write resolutions and try to get other countries 
to sponsor them. Imagine being the Cuban finance minister in the 
Cuban cabinet. These kids can do it.”
 It’s somewhat ironic that these student policymakers-in-training 
would get holed up here – where the very people they’re imperson-
ating work on behalf their countries. They even stayed in the hotel 
where former President Reagan was shot.
 “It was amazing – DC completely shut down,” said Whitty. 
“We were supposed to leave Sunday, and we didn’t leave until 
Thursday, but we weren’t the only ones stuck. There were students 
from schools that were only 20 miles away, and they couldn’t get 
home, “she said. 
 “But, if you’re going to get stuck with kids, these are the ones 
to get stuck with,” said Whitty. ■ 

STUDENT RECRUITMENT from page 1

to accommodate the opening of Bruce Randolph Middle School, affecting both 
Cole and Morey middle schools. That could have meant losing 100 students out 
of Morey’s existing enrollment base. The improved enrollment numbers are due in 
part to the success of the two-year-old Highly Gifted and Talented (HGT) magnet 
program – but also to the Morey approach to customer care. 
         “Leanne Cook, our HGT program manager spends a great deal of time 
meeting and talking with parents,” said Waters. “Our sixth-grade HGT enroll-
ment will double next year from 60 to 120.”
         In all, more than half of the school’s population this fall will choice in.
         “We realized we needed to get out there and not wait for people to come to 
us,” said Waters. “The amount of time we spent meeting with people has really 
brought parents and students into our school.
         “Last year, Cricket gave us cell phones, and we recruited staff and parents and 
spent an evening calling each of the families that would be reassigned to the new 
school to let them know we wanted them here – their siblings, too,” she said.
         “I think personal phone calls go a long way,” said Karen Duell, the school’s 
family and community liaison. “It’s not necessary to have big bucks for marketing. 
When it comes down to the bottom line, it comes down to the personal touch 
– staff to parent, student to parent, parent to parent.”
         “It’s the parents who really market our school,” said Waters. “They’re calling 
other parents. If you have satisfied parents, have them spread the word.”
         “My own four children got a great education here, and I wondered why more 
parents weren’t looking into it,” said Duell, also a former Morey parent. “We began 
realizing that people didn’t know what we offered. They weren’t hearing about our 
after school programs or our High Strides program for above average students who 
are motivated but who may not qualify as highly gifted and talented.”
         The school credits parent word-of-mouth as the reason more than 80 fifth-
graders have shadowed Morey sixth-graders participating in the High Strides 
program this year. 
         Sixth-grader Anwar Batte is one of the school’s student tour guides, serving as a 
shadow to fifth-graders from his elementary school and giving tours to visiting parents.
         “Just this Monday I had a shadow who might go to another middle school,” 
said Batte. “I showed him our classes, gave his parents a tour and answered their ques-
tions. I told them this is a good school, and it’s safe. There are good people here.”
         “We have two or three fifth-graders shadowing our sixth-graders every 
day,” said Waters. “Students who shadow here have a great time throughout the 
day. Our students are so accommodating.”
         To further boost student recruitment efforts, parents and staff began hosting 
teas at neighborhood homes.
         “Parents here are happy,” said Waters, “so we make an effort to follow up with 
them and ask if they know other parents who might be interested in Morey.”
        “We called parents who were already here, and they called parents they 
knew,” said Duell. “Sometimes we had 10 parents from neighboring elemen-
tary schools, and sometimes we had 30.”
         In September of this school year, Morey hosted an open house for parents 
of fifth-graders in neighboring elementary schools. Morey staff also attended 
open houses hosted by the elementary schools.
         “It makes a big impression when the principal goes in person to an 
elementary school,” said Duell. “It’s about creating a welcoming environment 
and learning how to serve families. It’s about saying, ‘What can I do for you to 
make this a more positive experience for you?’”
         Taking her own advice, Duell has visited the fifth-grade class at 
Wyman Elementary and worked with the school to identify potential 
High Strides students. 
         “I make personal contact with those families and stay in touch 
with other families who’ve expressed an interest in us this year,” she 
said.
         “The principal can’t do it all,” said Waters, “but whether it’s a 
school and community liaison like Karen or a small group of teachers 
or parents, every school needs somebody who can give the personal 
touch.”
         “A smiling face and a serving attitude is especially important,” 
said Duell, “and we have that here at Morey.” ■ 

The calm before the storm – members of 
George Washington High School’s Model 
Untied Nations team celebrate as the 
national meet comes to a close. They’re 
all smiles, not yet realizing they have four 
snowbound days ahead of them.



Rebecca Delisi
English and Drama Teacher,
Thomas Jefferson High School

Years With DPS: 8

Greatest Or Latest Accomplishment: I 
appeared on “The Weakest Link” and won! 
I auditioned and beat thousands of people. 
The show flew me out to Los Angeles, 
put me up in a hotel for three nights, 
and we filmed the show in September. It 

aired in February. The studio was down the 
hall from Jay Leno, and we ran into Robin 

Williams while we were there. The experience 
was the time of my life!

The Most Challenging Part About My Job: Figuring ways to keep students 
interested in curriculum.

The Most Rewarding Part About My Job: The love the students give me.

I’ve Also Worked: As a cocktail waitress.

When I’m Not Working I Am Usually: Spending time with my son Seth and 
my two dogs, Atticus and Scout.

Hometown: Denver, Colorado. I graduated from TJ.

Favorite Book: To Kill A Mockingbird (hence, the name of my two dogs).

Favorite Movie: Bridget Jones’s Diary and anything of the horror genre.
 
Favorite Restaurant: Sushi Den

Family: One son, Seth.

Volunteer Activities: I volunteer at the Denver Dumb Friends League. Each year 
my students and I raise money for them, and last year we raised over $600. My 
students and I also host a blood drive every year through Bonfils Blood Bank.

Philosophy For Life: A mother holds her children’s hands for a while and their 
hearts forever.   

Final Words: It is the province of knowledge to speak, and it is the privilege 
of wisdom to listen. 

focus on…
“Picnic Of The World” and “Mark Twain.” “Check your pos-
ture....” “When you get to the end of that song, guys, you are 
hanging onto that C…” “Nice job,” she says at the end of a 
run-through on “Una Luna Brilla.”
 She stops and re-starts pieces to get more oomph out of 
the voices – urging students to imagine they are holding big 
wheels of cheese in front of their faces but nonetheless must 
project to a large auditorium.
 As she works with students, it’s clear that Horgan’s 
style is to not worry about the loose interactions of sixth-
graders or seventh-graders who can chat and fidget at levels 
that might seem distracting. But they are, in fact, listening. 
Horgan knows it.
 “I expect a lot from my kids,” she says. “I really do 
– because I know they can do it…But they still have a part of 
the process, especially in the sixth grade. Acknowledging that 
their opinion counts is very important – letting them know that 
they can say something and not get laughed at.” 
  If there’s any doubt about her connection to students at 
this age, Horgan’s taste in music is indicative of her wide-open 
approach. Her interest in barbershop quartets and work with 
the Central City Opera might lead you to think her musical 
preferences are rooted in the classics.
 But she readily refers to such genres as heavy metal and 
rap with firm knowledge, peeling off with ease the names of 
such current acts as Blink 182, Backstreet Boys, Good Charlotte, 
Linkin Park and Eminem. And as a vacuum for vocals, she’s 
equally appreciative of country, jazz, opera, Broadway shows 
and gospel, too. 
  “Music is a big part of these kids’ lives. No matter what 
kind of message, they all have their music,” she says. While she 
doesn’t agree with the “awful” message of some rappers such 
as Eminem, she acknowledges his musical and rapping talent. 
She invites students to bring in their favorite music and play 
it for the class (with some “careful” advance screening done 
when necessary).
 She has also performed with her quartet for the stu-
dents. And that, she adds, helps the students relate to her.
 “They know I take voice lessons – they know I struggle 
with the same things they do – vocal projection, enunciation, 
tight jaw or whatever,” she says.
 This native Iowan – born in Maquoketa, graduated 
from nearby Keokuk – is in music for one reason: her 
piano-teaching mother. And her mother must have had 
a hunch. While siblings were given regular names – not 
“rhythm” or “harmony” – Melody Sue Horgan came into 
the world with a musical moniker. Yes, it makes her cringe 
to this day. But it was Melody who learned piano as a child 
and who played in the concert band – baritone horn, trum-
pet, and French horn too.
 Having frequently visited a grandmother in Colorado, 
the decision to pursue a degree in music education at the 
University of Denver made sense. (To add to Horgan’s busy 
schedule, she’s about to start work on a master’s degree in 
computer technology.)
 After graduating from DU, she spent one year substi-
tuting at Cole Middle School and then taught in the paro-
chial system for nine years before coming to Merrill 13 years 
ago. 
 And to this day, the music doesn’t stop.
 Well, almost.
 Into the life of every musician a little silence must fall. 
And driving home from school, you won’t find Melody 
Horgan cranking up Mozart or Madonna. Not even talk 
radio. “I just need some quiet time,” she says. “Just a little 
peace and quiet. It’s time to unwind.” ■

insideDPS is a newsletter for and about 
Denver Public Schools employees. It is published
monthly during the school year. Public Information 
Office: 900 Grant Street, Denver,CO 80203
Phone: 303-764-3414  Fax: 303-764-3413   
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